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Please do not practise previous SATs papers 

at home as we use them to inform our 

assessments in school. 



SATs Timetable



SATs English Assessments

English Tests:

➢ Reading Comprehension 

➢ SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)



Reading

➢ read age-appropriate books with confidence and fluency (including whole novels);

➢ read aloud with intonation that shows understanding; 

➢ work out the meaning of words from the context; 

➢ explain and discuss my understanding of what I have read, drawing conclusions and 

justifying these with evidence;

➢ predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

➢ retrieve information from non-fiction; 

➢ summarise main ideas, identifying key details and using quotations for illustration;

➢ evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the 

impact on the reader;

➢ make comparisons within and across books.

To be working at the expected level by the end of Year 6, I should be able to:



Vocabulary

Vocabulary is extremely important and is a huge 

indicator of how well a child will do in their reading 

paper. We look at vocabulary in context.

➢ were both sprawled in a heap

➢ was hunched over his tablet

➢ whilst trying to stifle an enormous yawn.

➢ in bleary-eyed confusion

➢ his unruly mop of ginger hair



We also text mark our extracts

➢ We underline interesting or unfamiliar vocabulary

➢ We discover how the writer has used language, such as 

similes and personification 

➢ We make notes on our sheets to remind us what a word 

means or to  explain something

➢ We are growing more confident with this skill!



SATs Test Papers

➢ Reading test- lasts for 60 minutes

➢ 50 marks

➢ Usually a variety of texts- non fiction/fiction and sometimes 

includes poetry

➢ Gradually gets more challenging…

➢ No specific reading time. Usually 3 texts, and children would 

have 20 minutes per text.  

➢ Fiction, non-fiction and poetry text



As a rule of thumb, we tell 

the children to read the 

whole text first if it is a story 

or a poem to understand the 

text as a whole HOWEVER 

if it a piece of non-fiction, 

often children can be 

directed to the relevant 

information through the use 

of pictures or subheadings. 



The English Reading Test

Test What is it testing? Length Past paper trends

Reading

comprehension

•Pace

•Understanding and 

interpretation of a text

•Response to a text

•Knowledge of different 

types of text

•Using relevant 

quotes/vocabulary from the 

text

•Core reading skills 

1 hour First text: suitable for all children 

and mostly accessible.

Second text: generally longer and 

vocabulary gets harder. Good 

example of age-expected reading 

material. 

Third text: most challenging and 

tends to require longer answers 

with more thought that carry more 

marks. 

It is NORMAL for children to be 

pushed for time in this test. 

There will usually be a piece of 

fiction, non-fiction and a poem. 



Examples - Finding the answers that are written down in the 

text. (usually 1 mark)

We are teaching them not to answer in full sentences for these 

questions.

If they copy too much (whole sentences) they will not be given the 

mark as they are not being specific enough. 

➢ Thrill-seekers

➢ Scream

➢ Bone-crunching

➢ Stomach-churning

➢ Death-defying

➢ Bravest

➢ Perilous

➢ Terrifying 



If you can do your best to read for pleasure and 

enjoy it, it is the easiest way to improve your 

reading and SATs scores! 

Find a genre you like and go for it!

Use the local libraries, they are a fantastic 

resource!



Grammar Paper



Vocabulary linked to grammar paper



SPAG

Test What is it testing? Length

English Grammar, 

Punctuation and 

Spelling Test

•Punctuation, sentence-

grammar and vocabulary via a 

series of short answer 

questions

•Spelling – 20 sentences with 

a missing word (not themed)

45 minutes

(Approximately 15 

minutes)

The English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test (2 Tests)



Capital letters must be clear and unambiguous for the award of the mark. 

Where letters do not have unique capital letter forms, the height of the capital letter must be similar to, or 

greater than, that of letters with ascenders, and clearly greater than the height of letters that do not have 

ascenders. 

Where children need to write, re-write, or complete a sentence, capital letters within the sentence will be 

marked as incorrect, unless used to start a proper noun or the pronoun ‘I’. 

This includes where an entire word is capitalised, for example for emphasis. 

Incorrect use of capital letters negates an otherwise correct response and will be marked as 

incorrect. 

Where children are asked to write a short response that is not part of a sentence (for example, if they are 

asked to write a word or phrase in a box or table), the use of capital letters will not be taken into account

when deciding whether the mark should be awarded. 

The only exceptions are if the word is a proper noun or the pronoun ‘I’, in which case a capital letter will be 

required for the award of the mark. 





Spelling

Try using a variety of ways of learning…

➢ By sight/memory –(what is known and remembered visually)-recall of high frequency 
and known words;  look, cover, spell, check; use of mnemonics (rhymes to remember)

➢ By listening/saying –(phonological awareness)

say the sound and write the syllable, say the syllable and write the word.

➢ By doing/applying – (practising ‘on the job’ through writing)- writing a word out and 
seeing what it looks like; applying and detecting rules and generalisations; e.g. patterns 
(igh, ee, ai…), prefixes (un, pre, dis…), suffixes (ed, ing, ful, tion…) , word roots (trans, 
tele, auto…) ; ‘having a go’ (confidence).



tion (most common)

sen sa tion

e du ca tion

po llu tion

sion (se or de)

ten sion (tense)

e ro sion (erode)

ssion (mit or ss)

per mi ssion (permit)

e mi ssion (emit)

pro gre ssion 

(progress)

dis cu ssion (discuss)

cian (jobs)

tech ni cian

op ti cian

mu si cian

Spotting spelling patterns:



Spelling Test





Spelling Websites

www.spellingcity.com

www.collaborativelearning.org/literacyonline.html

www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/lookcover/lookcover.html

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/spelling_grammar.shtml

www.crickweb.co.uk

www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk

http://www.bbc.co.uk/hardspell

http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.collaborativelearning.org/literacyonline.html
http://www.amblesideprimary.com/ambleweb/lookcover/lookcover.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/spelling_grammar.shtml
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/hardspell


Advice for Year 6 children!

➢ Read the questions carefully. This can help to avoid any silly mistakes! 

➢ Don’t worry if there’s something you can’t answer. Take a deep breath! You 
can always move on and go back later but it’s better to write something 
rather than nothing;

➢ Make sure you get plenty of sleep and stay well fed – sleep and food help 
keep the brain moving; 

➢ Keep in mind year 6 SATs are just one week of your entire life!

➢ Stay focused in class so you don’t have loads of extra study at home!’
- Year 7 pupil’s advice
- ‘Miss O’Riordan was actually right’ –my personal favourite!!


