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We're sorry to say goodbye to our reception teacher Miss McDougall 
next week. Miss McDougall has taught in reception for 4 years and has 
taught all of the pupils in years 1-4 and given them the best start in ear-
ly years. Miss McDougall has not only taught reception class but also led 
the early years. Miss McDougall has always been driven to give the pupils in EY the best start 
to their education and has been instrumental in developing the outside EY learning environ-
ment-even amidst severe wind damage disruption! We thank Miss McDougall for all her hard 
work and commitment to St Mary's pupils and wish her all the best with her next adventures.  
 
We're sure you will all join us in giving Miss Martin, our new reception teacher, a warm wel-
come when she joins us after Christmas. Miss Martin spent today meeting the reception pupils 
and informally met  parents at the end of the day.   
 

 
 
 

Please see the message we received from Mathletics this week. St Mary's has been among the 
top 1% using / engaged schools within the country which is a fantastic achievement. All stu-
dents and teachers should be proud of themselves and a special mention to  the Year 6 Am-

bassadors in helping celebrate the successes throughout the school.  
 

Well done Children! 

Christmas Mass times for Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Joseph’s 

Church 

Christmas Eve - 10am and 12pm 

Christmas Eve Children's mass– 5pm 

Vigil Mass - 8pm 

Christmas Day - 11am 

Boxing Day - 11am 

New Years Eve - 10am and 12pm 

New Years Eve Vigil Mass - 10pm 

New years Day - 11am  



 

We are aware recently of a number of children coming to school in the incorrect 

uniform. Please do remind yourself of the expectations here and  let us know if 

we can help you with any second hand uniform we may have here in school. We    

appreciate uniforms are expensive so you do have the option to purchase nearly 

new items from school, which is also good for the environment of course. 

 

Please could all pupils be dressed in the correct uniform. 
 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Wednesday 20th December– Own clothes day /  Christmaspar-

ties 

Thursday 21st December - LAST DAY OF TERM—school 

will close early. 

Monday 8th January 2024—first day back of term 

Monday 15th January 2024 – INSET Day  



 

Which class has the best attendance 

and punctuality this week? 

 

Class Attendance Lates 

Nursery  98% 2 

Recep-

tion 

88% 9 

Year 1 89% 5 

Year 2 90%  11 

Year 3 97% 4 

Year 4 99% 3 

Year 5 97% 1 

Year 6 92% 3 

Wednesday Word 

 

The Wednesday word this week is JOY 

 

“Joy is infectious, therefore, always be full of joy. ” 

Pope Francis 
 

Our Mission Statement 

‘A man took a grain of mustard seed 

and sowed it in his field. Indeed the 

seed is smaller than all other seeds but 

when it is grown, it is greater than the 

herbs, and becomes a tree, so that the 

birds of the air come and lodge in its 

branches’ 

Matthew 13.31 

Thursday 21st December 

 

On Thursday 21st December school 

will close early for the Christmas 

break. Nursery will finish at 

12:45pm and Reception—Y6 will 

finish at 1pm.  

There will be no fruity club on this 

day. 



 

KS1 and KS2 Maths  

Challenge! 

KS1 challenge answer-  well done to Travis for completing the       

challenge! 

KS2 challenge- Well done to Garay and Ashly for completing the      

challenge! 



 

KS1 and KS2 Maths  

Challenge! 

KS1 challenge - 

KS2 challenge-  



 



 

 
December 2023 

 

This year, the season of Advent falls wholly in the month of December. 
It’s a time of busyness at home and at school with plenty to enjoy; na-
tivity plays and carol services, lights and decorations, plans to visit 
friends and family… It can sometimes be easy amongst all the fun and 
excitement to forget what Advent is really about - a time to pause, re-
flect, and get ready to welcome Jesus into our hearts. 
 
This newsletter shares a glimpse of some of the prayer and liturgy re-
sources that children will experience at school during this month. We 
hope you find this resource to be a useful addition to your family pray-
er time. 
 
Last year we released the Jesse Tree resource which is a bit like an Ad-
vent calendar and based on the Advent tradition of spiritual prepara-
tion through tracing Jesus’ ancestry. This beautiful resource will once 
again be made available for families to use at home, and we hope that 
parents will take the opportunity to share children’s excitement in dis-
covering the daily stories about Jesus’ family tree. You can access The 
Jesse Tree through the Parent Portal.  
 

Please read the remainder of the newsletter here. 
 

www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/  

http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/


 



 



 


