ST. MARY’S R.C. PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER
18/06/2021
Dear Parents,
It has been a productive couple of weeks in school. This week we welcomed the School Link Inspector to St Mary’s.
She observed teaching in every class and left us with much praise but some areas of improvement-which we will
work on with her starting on our September inset day. Her visit is a sign that things are returning to normal in
the world of education.
The delay to lifting restrictions means effectively we will continue to operate as we have had done since the return to school. We are letting professional visitors into school as well as some work experience students. All these
visitors are using lateral flow tests on a weekly basis.

We are still not able to let parents on to site unfortunately and are limiting our contacts as much as possible
whilst continuing to run the school as smoothly as possible. I am sure that parents would prefer their children to
be in school every day and to wait for opportunities to share the learning experiences with them. I will try in this
newsletter to give parents a sense of the many enriching opportunities that your child is enjoying and let you
know how we are trying to ensure a wonderful primary experience within the current restrictions.
We are endeavouring to give Y6 an enjoyable end to their time as possible. They continue to rehearse for their
end of year production and next week will manage a trip out to Clip N Climb in Wandsworth. We look forward
to the Mass and the celebration on the 20th July.
Please do continue to observe social distancing and mask wearing particularly at drop off and pick up times.
If there is a positive case we will still have to send children home to self-isolate and you still should stay at home
if you or child experiences symptoms.
Cases in Wandsworth are now rising again and there are classes across the local authority that are closed this week. Lets stick with the rules and keep children in school.
Battersea Park visits
Recently Mr Brading was able to secure funding from the Friends of Battersea Park to promote class visits to the
Park. This term we will embark on a series of visits to the park and parents will be informed of the dates and
plans. We are grateful to Ms O’Riordan and the staff for making these outdoor learning opportunities happen.
If parents happen to be in the park I’m sure classes would welcome a hello!
Honey bees
Ms O’Riordan has managed to secure a programme of visits and hands on experiences for
the children over this term and next. Working with London Beekeepers Association the
children will see a hive, learn about the life and importance of bees as pollinators and
then a class will visit Holland Park to spend some time in The Apiary which is their bee colony. An un-beeievable experience!
Federation Mass
Fr Hugh and Deacon Michael will be celebrating the Feast of St Peter and St Paul with the school over zoom at
11am on Tuesday 29th June. We will send the zoom invite to parents who
are welcome to join the celebration.
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Please remember we are a water only school.
Children are only allowed to bring in water, in a water
bottle during the school day. Squash,
juice and fizzy drinks are not allowed.

During the warmer months of the year please ensure your
child comes to school with a bottle of water, a
sun hat and already applied sun cream.

Fruity Club is open from 3pm-6:30pm. For more details, please
contact directly through admin@fruityclub.co.uk or call 07970
488 437.

With the easing of lock down restrictions St Mary's is committed to getting the children
back outdoors and back to some sort of normality! Outdoor education is something that
most of us have taken for granted during our childhood, but as parents of a new generation it is starting to become something that people worry about due to changes in the
environment and perceived barriers. It is also not something that just happens in school,
outdoor learning is something that all children are doing every time that they step
outside of the front door. Please take 5 minutes to fill out the survey to help us aid
your child's learning. https://forms.gle/64Aqrmuueg1QDNmt5

Wednesday Word
St John Bosco founded the Salesian order to support and teach
young children on the streets on Turin.
In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus was found teaching in the synagogue
The Wednesday word this week is FAITH
“How beautiful is it to support each other in the wonderful adventure of Faith!” Pope Francis.

Waste not want not Battersea
Take a look at the link below for information about food sharing and collections
taking place across Wandsworth throughout the week.

https://www.wastenotwantnot-battersea.org/what-we-do

Summer term 2021
Last day: Friday 23 July
School Term and Holiday Dates 2021-2022
Please be aware that some dates differ from those published by Wandsworth. These are our term dates for the academic year.

Autumn Term 2021

Wednesday 1st September - In Service Training Day
Thursday 2nd September – First day back for the children
Half term 25th - 29th October
Monday 1st November – In Service Training Day
Friday 17th December – Last day of school
Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January – First day back for the children
Half term 14th -18th February
Friday 1st April – Last day of school
Summer Term 2022
Tuesday 19th April - First day back for the children
Half term – 30th May - 3rd June
Monday 6th June – In Service Training Day
Friday 22nd July – Last day of school
2 inset days to be confirmed

If you have any financial difficulties regarding purchasing new uniform
please do speak to us to see if we can help. Please see link below regarding
expectations for our school uniform.

https://www.stmarysschoolbattersea.co.uk/school-uniform/

TEN TEN PARENT NEWSLETTER
June 2021
If we have learned anything over the last 15 months, it is that we are not built to operate independently, but to support each other. We have seen this as the Ten Ten team and more widely as
a society – and we’re sure that you have experienced this in your own way too. This newsletter
shares some resources that children will experience in school, about their families both local and
global.
We Cannot Walk Alone
Jesus said, “What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable can we find for
it? It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is the smallest of all
the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest shrub of them all and puts
out big branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in its shade.”
Mark 4:26-34
In the Gospel for Sunday 13th June, Jesus describes the Kingdom of God as a place where love
reigns and there is peace and plenty for everyone. This is yet to be established over the earth and
we still face poverty of all kinds. For many of our brothers and sisters, fear and danger are a
daily reality.
This Gospel falls at the start of Refugee Week 2021, for which the theme is ‘We Cannot Walk
Alone’, and it provides a good opportunity for children, schools and parishes to pray as one family
for refugees around the world and for God’s Kingdom to come.
What is a refugee?

How might a refugee feel?

A refugee is a person who:

A refugee might feel:

Has fled their home because it's no
longer safe there

Sad at having left their home, and
perhaps also friends/family

Has been allowed to stay in the country
that they have arrived in

Frightened

Has probably made a journey lasting
months and covering hundreds of
miles
May have nothing other than what they
have carried with them

Confused
Lonely
Unable to plan for the future
Dependent on others making decisions
for them
Vulnerable

Many refugees are children and they
often become separated from their families during their journey.

Celebrating Family
In the Daily Prayers for the week commencing 21st June, children will celebrate families: both the
families they live with and/or are related to and God’s family of which we are all welcome to be
a part.
We will talk about how families are all different shapes and sizes. Children will learn that sometimes there is sadness in families, but that there are always people who love and care for them.
They will hear the story of Joe, who doesn’t know his Dad, but enjoys close family relationships
with his Mum, Uncle, Grandma and Great-Grandma.
Sunday 20th June is Father’s Day – a day for celebrating the special men in our lives. We’ll talk
about how this includes our dads, but also our father figures – people who aren’t our dads, but
love and look after us anyway (like St Joseph to Jesus!)
Finally, children will learn to celebrate priests as father figures for the whole community and our
Heavenly Father, God, who loves and cares for us more deeply than any father on earth.
Why not discuss with your child:
The people who make up their unique family
The father figures in their lives and what makes them special
Your own experience of God’s fatherly love

