ST. MARY’S R.C. PRIMARY SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER
05/03/2021

Dear parents,
As the week draws to a close staff have been busy in school preparing for
the return of all children on Monday. We look forward to seeing you all. I
think the quote below, said by a year 2 key worker child this week, sums
it all up.
‘I’m so excited-school is nearly back to normal again.’
We appreciate there will be some anxiety and mixed feelings too. Please rest
assured that we have been working hard to ensure all the safety aspects
are in place but we have also been meeting and planning to ensure your
child’s transition back to school is as smooth and anxiety free as possible.
Please communicate with us if you feel we can help in any way.
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Asymptomatic testing information for parents and adults in households with children at school or college.

NHS Test and Trace announced earlier this week, that all adults in households
with school and college age children without symptoms can now access regular
rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing.
Test kits can either be collected or ordered online, as set out below. Schools are not
permited to give lateral flow tests out to families.
Undertaking regular, rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing helps reduce transmission of the virus. Parents and other adults in households with children at school or
college, who do not have symptoms, can now access regular, rapid coronavirus
(COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles. Tests are fast,
easy and completely free. There are different ways for a household, childcare or
support bubble to collect their test to take at home, twice-weekly:


through your employer, if they offer testing to employees·



by collecting a home test kit from a local test site – anyone aged 18 or over
can collect 2 packs of 7 tests·



by ordering a home test kit online – please do not order online if you can access testing through other routes, this frees up home delivery for those who
need it most

Please see the website below for more details.
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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Lenten collection
This Lent we would like us all to think of others in a practical way. The Federation has started a Justgiving page because Lent is also about giving. If we give up
sweets or chocolate or certain drinks(!) we could donate the money that we have
saved to charity. If the children could each save some pennies from
their Lenten acts, any money raised will go towards the St Georges
Hospital Foundation. We will keep the page open throughout Lent.
Please see letter and link on last page and video thank you on class
dojo.

The Children’s Book Project
1,000 Readers: Our 60 second film
The Children’s Book Project wanted to mark the day, and have made a very special short film to share with you. Just five days ago The Children’s Book Project
invited children from 48 schools to send them a photo of ourselves with a book
that 'means something to us'. The response was amazing. They received 1,243 of
the most uplifting photographs imaginable, with the widest array of books represented and children from every London borough.
We'd love you to watch it (see link below-also on class dojo) and to see both the
individuality of their book choices and the collective happiness their books
bring...and see if you can spot some of our pupils!
https://vimeo.com/518247266
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There has been a lot of confusion among parents and others about
whether or not the Churches are open during this current lockdown.
Please be assured that the Churches are open for Mass on Sunday and
weekdays but numbers allowed in the Church are restricted. The
Churches are open and we would love to see families back. The
Churches are open because the Government and Public Health England together with our Bishops have made sure that they are CovidSafe and that social distancing, hand sanitising and the wearing of
face masks are mandatory in the building during the service. Under
lockdown you are allowed to leave your home to attend an act of worship. Both our churches in Battersea have been open and the normal
Sunday Mass schedule is in operation. So come back when you are
ready. You are welcome and we would love to see you.
Many thanks,
Deacon Michael
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Summer term 2021
Inset Day - Monday 19th April
First day -Tuesday 20th April
Inset Day Monday 7th June
First Day Tuesday 8th June
Last day: Friday 23 July

Half term: Monday 31 May to Friday 4 June
Bank Holiday: Monday 3 May
School Term and Holiday Dates 2021-2022
Please be aware that some dates differ from those published by Wandsworth. These are our term dates for the academic year.

Autumn Term 2021
Wednesday 1st September - In Service Training Day
Thursday 2nd September – First day back for the children
Half term 25th - 29th October

Monday 1st November – In Service Training Day
Friday 17th December – Last day of school
Spring Term 2022
Tuesday 4th January – First day back for the children
Half term 14th -18th February
Friday 1st April – Last day of school
Summer Term 2022
Tuesday 19th April - First day back for the children
Half term – 30th May - 3rd June
Monday 6th June – In Service Training Day
Friday 22nd July – Last day of school
2 inset days to be confirmed
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Wednesday Word
St John Bosco founded the Salesian order to support and teach
young children on the streets on Turin.
In This Sundays Gospel Jesus was found teaching in the synagogue
The Wednesday word this week is ENTHUSIASM
“Dear young people, may you always live the faith with enthusiasm”
Pope Francis

Sacred Heart and St Mary’s Lenten Promise 2021
Fundraising for St George’s Hospital

The Federation of Sacred Heart and St Mary’s Catholic schools, Battersea,
are raising money for St George’s Hospital Charity. We have decided to donate funds for this charity as part of our Lenten promise 2021.
So many of us have been truly inspired by the hard work, dedication and
commitment of all NHS workers during this past year in response to the
global pandemic. As a school community, we have been touched by the generosity and kindness of others who have wanted to support our school community. Now we feel that it is our turn to support others in need.
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During Lent, we are reminded to fast, almsgiving and prayer. This lent if you chose
to give up your daily coffee or chocolate bar, please donate what you would usually
spend on this to this worthy cause.
St George’s Hospital Charity, exists to support St George’s hospitals and the communities they serve. Every day, our work makes a real difference to patients, their families
and friends and the staff who care for them. We have set a target of £500 we
would like to raise during lent
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once you donate,
they'll send your money directly to St George's Hospital Charity, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting costs for the charity.
We would like to thank you in advance for your generous contributions.
We are so proud of our school community who have already raised £350 for St
George's Hospital as part of Lenten promise 2021. We have received a message from
Chloe at St George's about our fundraising efforts. Please watch this, it has been
posted on Twitter and Class dojo.. If you are able to make donations please click the
link below https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Federation-of-Sacred-Heart-andSt-Mary-s-Catholic-Primary-Schools-Battersea?
utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=Federation-of-SacredHeart-and-St-Mary-s-Catholic-Primary-Schools-Battersea&utm_campaign=pfpemail&utm_term=fe8b3e0d9d6c4176998108f4ee44c8dc.

Fruity Club will be returning to St Mary’s offering a full service from the 8th March, in
line with the wider reopening of the school.
Fruity Club is open from 3pm-6:30pm. For more details, please contact directly through
admin@fruityclub.co.uk or call 07970 488 437.
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